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American Hero Headlines NAAWS Training

There exist people among us who 
serve as beacons of light when our world 
seems to be at its darkest.  There are 
leaders who pave a path of hope through 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles.  
There are those among us who are able 
to lift others as they rise to overcome 
impossible challenges.  Fortunately, there 
are heroes among us.

The planning committee for the up-
coming 2011 NAAWS Conference is excited 
about welcoming our distinguished fellow 
members to Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  The 
conference theme focuses on effective 
leadership during times of hardship.  We 
know as corrections professionals that 
budgets often times more than not, have 
a direct impact on our ability to ensure 
institutional safety, security and success-
ful re-entry.  We are challenged daily to 
fulfill our mission of public safety as well 
as to meet our responsibility of creating 
environments that inspire moral reha-
bilitation.  In times of dwindling budgets, 
we often find that the greatest and most 
dependable resource we have is that 
which can be found inside each other.    

Those planning to attend this April 
will hear from an expert on effective lead-
ership during crises.  Recent Inductee to 
the Louisiana Justice Hall of Fame, Retired 
Lieutenant General Russel Honore, Louisi-
ana’s own Ragin Cajun and a recognized 
national hero, has been locked in as our 
keynote speaker.  Most people remember 
General Honoré for his awe inspiring abil-
ity to get people moving during a period 
of time when most everyone remained 
paralyzed in a state of shock and disbelief.  
Former New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin 
said, “…and I give the president some 
credit on this—he sent one John Wayne 
dude down here that can get some stuff 
done, and his name is Gen. Honoré.  And 
he came off the doggone chopper, and he 
started cussing and people started mov-
ing.  And he’s getting some stuff done.” 

We, leaders in the field of corrections 
and public safety, know that we need 

shortly.  Don’t miss your chance to shake 
hands with a true American hero.  Plan to 
come down and see us, we guarantee an 
experience you’ll not soon forget, if ever!!!

By Cathy Fontenot, NAAWS Sgt-At-Arms

more than ever to 
be “smart” on crime, 
rather than simply 
“hard” on crime.  Our 
prestigious keynote 
speaker gained na-
tional attention when 
he was quoted as tell-
ing a reporter to not 
get “stuck on stupid” 
in reference to a ques-
tion about the federal 
Hurricane Katrina re-
sponse.  It is apparent 
that General Honoré 
is the perfect embodi-
ment of our theme 
– a figure like most 
of us, charged with 
doing more with less 
while still maintaining 
expectations of excel-
lence.  We anticipate 
hearing his stories 
of coordinating the 
military relief efforts in response to the 
flooding at USAF bases in Korea during 
monsoon season, the BP Oil Spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico, Hurricane Katrina, as well 
as the help and compassionate response 
of the building of a monument of tribute 
and remembrance for two young girls 
killed during a training mission in South 
Korea.

Book your reservations now! Don’t 
wait to register for this must-see occasion.  
We look forward to hosting you all at what 
is turning out to be the most thought 
provoking conference yet.  Brochures 
summarizing the workshop content and 
highlighting the special events (Wildest 
Show in the South: the Angola Prison 
Rodeo followed by a barbeque dinner 
on the grounds of the historic Louisiana 
State Penitentiary and an authentic 
crawfish boil with live Cajun music on the 
pool deck of the 1920s restoration Hilton 
which overlooks the Father of Waters, the 
Mighty Mississippi) will be mailed to you 

Lt. General Russell L. Honoré, (Ret.)—Commander, 
Joint Task Force Katrina and visionary leader

“New Deadline”
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LEADERSHIP
Officers 2009–10

Mel Williams, President
Willard C. F. Superintendent
NYSDOCS–Willard, NY

Darrel Vannoy, 1st Vice President
Louisiana State Penitentiary
Angola, Louisiana

Todd Thomas, 2nd Vice President
ELOY C. F. (CCA) Arizona

Charles Albino, Secretary
New Jersey
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Barbara King, Sgt-At-Arms
Ohio

Cathy Fontenot, Sgt-At-Arms
Louisiana
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John Cordell, Sgt-At-Arms
Michigan

Cherry Lindamood, Sgt-At-Arms
Tennessee

Lynn Cooper, Sgt-At-Arms
Louisiana

Robert Welch, Sgt–At–Arms
Ohio

Staff

Art Leonardo, Executive Director
Gloria Hultz, Executive Treasurer
Gail Heller, Assistant Treasurer
Patrick Keohane, Vendor Coord.
Pam Withrow, “A View From The  

  Trenches” Coordinator

Web Site Address:
www.corrections.com/naaws/

Board of Directors

Mark H. Saunders, Chairperson

Luella Burke, Michigan
Susan Davis, Michigan
Judy Anderson, South Carolina
Everett Perrin, Florida
Pat Keohane, Missouri
Cloid Schuler, Florida
Pam Withrow, Michigan
Janie Cockrell, Texas
Richard Stalder, Louisiana
Sharon Johnson-Rion, Tennessee
Melody Turner, Tennessee
Charlotte Nesbitt, Indiana
Tommy Norris, Kentucky
Patricia Caruso, Michigan
Laura & Joseph Noonan, Mass.
Raul Banasco, Florida
Peter Grande, Kansas (US Army)
Burl Cain, Louisiana
Kevin Myers, Tennessee
Bob Brown, Michigan
Mike Graziano, New York
Harry Wilson, Pennsylvania
Edward Motley, Indiana
Victor Herbert, Florida
Frank Shewalter, Ohio

Emeritus Board

Bob Hannigan, Kansas
Jim O’Sullivan, Canada
Tom Barry, Texas/NYC
Don Erickson, Arizona/SD
Anthony Brigano, Ohio
Hal Whitley, Arizona/Oregon
Ellen Raines, Oklahoma
Phil Coombs, New York

Life Members

Jim O’Sullivan, Canada
Rodger W. Crist, Arizona
Tom Barry, Texas/New York City
Don Erickson, Arizona/SD
Sharon Johnson-Rion, Tennessee
Melody Turner, Indiana/Ohio
David Karrol, Illinois
James Jameson, South Dakota
Pat Keohane, Missouri/BOP
Pam Withrow, Michigan
Richard Stalder, Louisiana
Art Leonardo, New York
Robert “Bob” Brown, Michigan

From the desk of …

The Executive Director
Arthur Leonardo

Early registrations are good, but we 
have decided to extend them until April 
1st at the $195 rate. Our goal is well within 
reach at 250 participants—but we may be 
able to break the 300 registration mark 
with your help.

The training will be world class: Carl 
Nink on the State of the Economy on Cor-
rections, Four sessions on Ethics fron 
NIC, Dr. Aufderheid (Inside the Mind of a 
Psychopath), Workshops on Re-entry, Dr. 
Eric William (A Warden's Role in Foster-
ing Better Relations in the Community), 
Dr. Wilson & Dr. Barboza on Inmate Self 
Injury, Burl Cain on Management and 
Gene Atherton (7 Habits)

Several more workshops will be 
available along with feature addresses by 

James LeBlanc, Pat Caruso and Louisiana 
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne. The Southern 
Directors will also present a lively work-
shop on Re-entry.

Wednesday morning we will close 
with a full breakfast and a presentation 
by Jim Gondles and the ACA Executive 
Committee on the assistance ACA can 
give to Wardens.

On a sombre note, Bob Raines, 
Oklahoma, passed away in December, 
following nearly 50 years of leadership 
in corrections. His place on our Emeritus 
Board will be filled by his wife and former 
Marine, Ellen Raines.

“SEMPER FI”
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President’s Message
By Mel Williams, NAAWS President

January brought the Mid Winter ACA 
conference, and this year it was held in 
a great place, San Antonio, Texas. The 
River Walk, the Alamo, and 70 degree 
temperatures were great distractions. We 
had important business at hand though 
with the selection of the Warden of the 
Year and review of Medal of Valor submis-
sions.  NAAWS received 23 submissions 
for WOY from all over the country. We 
reviewed letters from State Commission-
ers/Secretaries of outstanding Wardens/
Superintendents that they recommended. 
It is a very difficult process to select 
one Warden from so many excellent 
candidates. After a long and thorough 
discussion we selected Luis Scott Folino 
from Pennsylvania as our 2011 Warden 
on the Year. Warden Folino has been in 
the business for over 30 years running 
some pretty tough places and mentoring 
new Wardens. I contacted the Commis-
sioner’s office and they were very excited 
to get the news. Also at our meeting we 
reviewed the many submissions for Medal 
of Valor. We read of many acts of heroism 
and bravery.  One particular submission 
stood out; a Correction Officer from North 
Carolina who was savagely attacked and 
stabbed several times. Wounded, Officer 
Cassie M. Fueston withdrew briefly from 
the fight and then returned with her baton 
to subdue the assailant who was now at-
tacking a fellow Officer. Now that is valor!

We held our semi-annual meeting to 
discuss our business. The meeting was 
well attended. Art gave a great report. He 
informed us how well the Warden Peer 
Training went at Sam Houston University 
and advised us that our membership was 
down a little but strong. He also reminded 
us of our annual training conference 

which is coming up in April at Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. Warden Darrel Vannoy 
told us how well we would be welcomed 
at Angola Prison and Warden Cathy Fon-
tenot described the excellent conference 
program. Truly this is shaping up to be 
a great training conference which I hope 
all of you will consider attending!  Gloria 
gave the treasurer’s report and it is good 
to know that we are in solid financial shape 
right now. Pat has done an outstanding job 
of recruiting vendors, without whom we 
would not be able offer training or open 
our hospitality suite. 

 At the meeting Chuck Albino brought 
up the topic of workshops. Tommy Norris 
and Chuck are putting together work-
shops for this summer’s ACA conference 
in Kissimmee, Florida. One topic “How to 
deal with the death of an employee on 
duty” rang especially true. Just in the one 
week we lost three Correctional Officers. 
On February 2nd Colonel Greg Maloy of 
the Florida Department of Corrections 
K9 Unit, was shot and killed in a gunfire 
exchange with a fleeing felon he was 
tracking. On January 29 in the state of 
Washington, Correction Officer Jayme Lee 
Biendl was murdered in the Prison Chapel; 
an inmate suspect is in custody.  On Janu-
ary 28th, in New York, while transporting 
an inmate to an outside hospital, Correc-
tion Officer Casmiro Pamales died from 
injuries when a car crashed into his van 
forcing him off the road. Three Correction 
Officers were killed in the line of duty last 
year including in Pennsylvania Correction 
Officer Cory Chapin who died from inju-
ries in November that he received from 
an inmate who assaulted him the previous 
month. Yes, Corrections is a dangerous 
business. Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to all the families of these victims. 
When tragedies like this strike; everyone 
throughout the facility is affected. It will 
take a long time for each facility to heal. 
The sacrifices of these Officers will not 
be forgotten. Everyone appreciates the 
outstanding efforts of The Correctional 
Peace Officers Foundation who always 
is there in times of need. As Wardens we 
feel a great compassion to try to keep 
our employees safe but it is not always 
possible. Wardens will always remain ever 
vigilant to protect our communities, their 
employees and the inmates. 

 May God bless the heroes who gave 
their lives for our protection and the 
families that they left behind.

Save
The
Date
WARDENS

PEER INTERACTION
PROGRAM

MAY 9—13, 2011
SAM HOUSTON STATE 

UNIVERSITY
Huntsville.TX

For more info contact JOSEPH 
SERIO   jds019@shsu.edu
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 The Executive Director’s cell phone (518) 429–1923 is 
provided by LAW, Louisiana Association of Wardens, and Burl 
Cain. 

Wardens of the Year

North American Association
Of  Wardens and Superintendents

PAST PRESIDENTS

1946-47  L. F. Utecht  Minnesota
1947-48  G. Norton Jameston  South Dakota
1948-49  Joseph L. Ragen  Illinois
1949-50  L. F. Chapman   Florida
1950-51  George Alexander  Oregon
1951-52   Roy Best  Colorado
1952-53   Ralph N. Edison  Missouri
1953-54  Robert P. Balkcom, Jr.   Georgia
1954-55  Orel J. Skeen  West Virginia
1955-56  C. L. Farber  Illinois
1956-57  Percy A. Lainson   Iowa
1957-58  James B. Gaffney   Alabama (U.S.
  Bureau of Prisons)
1958-59  Arthur T. Prasse  Pennsylvania
1959-60   Allan L. Robbins   Maine
1960-61   L. E. Clapp   Idaho
1961-62   Harry C. Tinsley   Colorado
1962-63   Frank C. Johnston   Pennsylvania
1963-64  E. V. Nash   Missouri
1964-65  Ross V. Randolph   Missouri
1965-66  John A. Gavin   Massachusetts
1966-67   Maurice H. Sigler   Nebraska
1967-68   William H. Bannan   Michigan
1968-69  Paul J. Eubanks  Connecticut
1969-70  Park L. Hancock   New Hampshire
1970-71  Wayne K. Patterson  Colorado
1971-72   Don R. Erickson   South Dakota
1972-73 John  R. Gagnon   Wisconsin
1973-74  John W. Turner  Utah
1974-75 Vernon G. Housewright  Illinois
1975-76   Lou Brewer   Iowa
1976-77  Roger M. Crist   Montana
1977-78  Ed Pogue   Nevada
1978-79  Glen R. Jeffes   Pennsylvania
1979-80  Jacqueline Crawford   Arizona
1980-81  Lester Beaird   Texas
1981-84  Jim O’Sullivan   Canada
1984-85  George Sumner  California
1985-87  Gene Scroggy  Kentucky
1987-88  Tom Barry  New York
1988-89  Lester Beaird  Texas
1989-91  Jim O’Sullivan   Canada
1991-92  Sharon Johnson  New Mexico
1992-93  H. L. “Hal” Whitley   Arizona
1993-94  Everett Perrin, Jr.  Florida
1994-95  Art Leonardo  New York
1995-96  Robert Hannigan  Kansas
1996-97  Melody Turner   Ohio
1997-99  Patrick Keohane  Federal Bureau
   of Prisons
1999-00  Patricia Caruso  Michigan
2000   Joe Booker   Federal Bureau 
  of Prisons
2001-03 Burl Cain Louisiana
2003-05 Victor Herbert Florida, New York
2005-07 Luella Burke Michigan
2007-09 Mark H. Saunders Ohio

1979-80 Roger Crist Montana
1980-81 George Sumner California
1981-82 Carl Robinson Connecticut
1982-83 Phillip Coombe, Jr. New York
1983-84 Pierre Viau Canada
1984-85 Bobby D. Morgan Texas
1985-86 Thomas R. Barry New York
1986-87 Dale E. Foltz Michigan
1987-88 Hilton Butler Louisiana
1988-89 Wayne Estelle California
1989-90 Judy Anderson South Carolina
1990-91 Gene Scroggy Georgia
1991-92 Jerry Peterson Texas
1992-93 Jim O’Sullivan Canada
1993-94 Patrick Keohane Missouri (FBP)
1994-95 Robert Hannigan Kansas
1995-96 H. L. “Hal” Whitley Arizona
1996-97 Everett Perrin Florida
1997-98 Tim Schuetzle North Dakota
1998-99 Walt Kelly New York
1999-00 Ron Edwards Ohio
2000-01 Pam Withrow Michigan
2001-02 Emmitt Sparkman Mississippi
2002-03 Burl Cain Louisiana
2003-04 Dale A. Brown Texas (Cornell)
2004-05 Fredric A. Rosemeyer Pennsylvania
2005-06 Mike Samberg CCA
2006-07 Brian Fischer New York
2007-08 James Le Blanc Louisiana
2008-09 Millicent D. Warren Michigan
2009-10 Ralph Kemp CCA–Georgia
2010-11 Louis Scott Folino Pennsylvania
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When registering for the Baton Rouge 
conference, and if you need transporta-
tion, please note the space for Airport 
and flight number on the bottom of the 
registration form.

The Louisiana Host will accomodate 
you at both the New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge airports.

A virtual tour of the Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center is 
available at: hiltoncapitolcenter.com.

• After intro, click on book a room.
• Then, click on “Tour the Hotel”
• View 43 great pictures of this Historic/Four Star Hotel 

on the mighty Mississippi River.

Three EASY ways to
reserve a room for the

Baton Rouge conference:

• Call 1-877-862-9800 (mention NAAWS 
for the $101 rate.)

• Call 225-344-5866 (mention NAAWS 
for the $101 rate.)

• On-Line: hiltoncapitolcenter.com 
(enter NAW as the convention code to get 
the $101 rate.)

Need A Ride?

 

April 16-20 at noon, 2011 
Baton Rouge,  

Louisiana 
Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center 

To reserve your room call 225.344.5866 and 
mention NAAWS or go to 

www.hiltoncapitolcenter.com and enter NAW as 
the convention code to get the rate of $101 per 

night 

 2011 North American 
Association of Wardens & 

Superintendents Conference 

For more information please contact: 

Cathy Fontenot, Assistant Warden at LSP 
at 225.200.2022 or  

cathyfontenot@corrections.state.la.us 

Save the Date 

Tour the Hilton Baton 
Rouge Capitol Center —

 Dr. Adam M. Bossler of Georgia Southern University 
and Dr. Jessie L. Krienert of Illinois State University request 
your input in their Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) funded 
project, “Innovative Programs for Special Correctional Popula-
tions: Assessing the Current State and Disseminating Program 
Information in an Innovative Way.” They will be attending the 
2011 NAAWS conference in Baton Rouge from Saturday (4/16) 
afternoon until Tuesday (4/19) and would like to talk with 
state correctional wardens and superintendents about the 
most pressing special prison populations they are currently 
facing, the types of innovative and/or promising programs 
that currently exist to address the needs of identified special 
population inmates, and the types of programs they would like 
to see created, implemented, and funded to meet the needs of 
inmates and correctional administration alike. The informa-
tion gathered from these discussions will be used to create a 
survey that will be sent to all state correctional wardens and 
superintendents in the United States. The project will culminate 
with the creation and distribution of a searchable web-based 

resource guide that wardens and others who are concerned 
about correctional programming can use to identify valuable 
information about promising programs or “pockets of correc-
tional excellence.”  

 Our goal is to provide a warden-driven definition of 
pressing correctional issues. We hope that state wardens and 
superintendents will be willing to contribute to this project 
by joining us for discussions on these important topics at the 
NAAWS conference. We would greatly appreciate it if you could 
please contact either Dr. Bossler (abossler@georgiasouthern.
ed) or Dr. Krienert (jlkrien@ilstu.edu) to set up a convenient 
day and time where we can further discuss this project. Thank 
you. 

Innovative and Promising Programs for
Special Correctional Populations

Editor's note: Dr. Adam Bossler and Dr Jessie Krienert  are seeking 
NAAWS input into their project of a national identification of “prom-
ising practices”. NAAWS HAS MADE THIS PROJECT A POINT OF 
EMPHESIS FOR 2011-12. Please make it a point to budget some 
time to meet these two folks at the BATON ROUGE CONFERENCE
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The Best in the Business

The nominees for 2010–11 Warden 
of the Year Award are listed above. 
Please join us to honor all these in-
dividuals at the August ACA Summer 
Congress in Kissimmee, Florida.

Ron Barnes CA
Dave Dormire MO
Terry O’Brien BOP
Angel Santiago NJ
Don Redmann ND
Catherine Bauman MI
Rex Richard NE
Ennis Oates NC 
Robin G. Knab OH
Timothy Simmons TX
Brenda Cheney TX
Eddie Williams TX
David Parker OK
S. Scott Semple CT
John Maples Jr. AR
Louis Scott Folino * PA
Patrick Glebe WA
Carter Davenport AL
Ricky J. Bell TN

Medal
of Valor

Nominees

Conetta Etheridge BOP
CO M. Evans CA
CO P. Truit CA
CO P. Lopez CA
Cassie M. Fueston * NC
Michael Kircher NE
Joe Castillo TX
Scotty Redd VA
James Vanscoter AZ
Matthew Illingworth AZ

VENDORS/Supporters
for Mid–Winter ACA

Keefe Group

GEO Group

Nakamoto Group

Green Prisons.org (Tommy Norris) 

Norix Group

ShawnTech Communications, Inc.

* Denotes Awardee in each category

Warden
of the
Year
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Conference: To register for the conference, mail this form to Cheryl Dees, Human Resources, Louisiana 

Department of Public Safety and Corrections, P.O. Box 94304, Baton Rouge, LA  70804  

Phone: 225‐342‐2214  Fax: 225‐342‐6018  email: cdees@corrections.state.la.us 

 

Name:                  Title:               

Agency:               Facility:             

Work Address:                            

City/State/Zip:                            

Day Phone #:                 Fax #:              

Email Address:                            

Member Registration:    $195    $       

        (Must be postmarked by this date) 

          $225    $       

Optional Registration of a spouse or family member is available.  This allows them access to: 2 Receptions (an 
Authentic Cajun Crawfish Boil & Post‐Rodeo Lakeside Blowout) and the world famous Angola Prison Rodeo on 
Sunday, April 17, 2011. 

  Spouse/Family Member      

  Registration   

Rodeo Only: Come out to the wildest show in the South on the excursion by bus to the famous Angola Prison 

Rodeo on Sunday April 17, 2011: 
      Member Registration          $15    $       

  Spouse/Family Member Registration (included in optional fee above)      Yes      No 

NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

        Check or Money Order: Made Payable to NAAWS 
You will receive confirmation by email when your payment is received.  Receipts will be in registration packets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Registration: Rollin on the River 
With the “Wildest Show in the South” 

April 16‐20, 2011 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
North American Association of Wardens & Superintendents Conference 

 

Hotel: We are happy to host all of our friends at the historic, restored to its 

1920s  grandeur,  Hilton  Baton  Rouge  Capitol  City  overlooking  the  mighty 

Mississippi River. To make your reservations: Call 877‐862‐9800 or visit them 

on‐line  at  hiltoncapitolcenter.com.  Conference  room  rates  are  $101/night. 
Make  sure  you  mention  the  NAAWS  Conference  when  making  your 

reservations.  Rooms available at this rate are limited so book yours TODAY! 

If you have any questions, please contact the conference chairperson:  
Assistant Warden Cathy Fontenot, CCE, Louisiana State Penitentiary, 
Angola, LA  70712.  Phone:  225‐200‐2022  Fax:  225‐655‐2790   
Email:  cathyfontenot@corrections.state.la.us 
 

 

 

 

 

For transportation to and/or from the airport: Please provide the following  

flight information:  AIRPORT:                

 
Arrival Date:             Arrival Time:            Airline & Flight Number:        

 

Departure Date:           Departure Time:          Airline & Flight Number:        

 

	
   By	
  April	
  1,	
  2011	
   

	
   After	
  April	
  1,	
  2011	
   

by	
  April	
  1,	
  2011	
   	
   	
   $75	
   	
   $	
   
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   After	
  April	
  2,	
  2011	
   	
   	
   $100	
   	
   $	
   	
   	
   	
  



NAAWS
Arthur A. Leonardo
P.O. Box 11037
Albany, NY 12211-0037

Editor’s Note
Check your mailing label. It now 
contains important information. Im-
mediately behind your name is the 
year and month your membership ex-
pires. DON’T FORGET… We are strong 
because of our numbers; please keep 
your membership current. We also lose 
membership because members fail to 
notify us or the post office of changes 
of address. Remember to notify NAAWS 
on your next move. Stay in touch!

North American Association of Wardens & Superintendents

Membership Application
Name ________________________________________________________

Title _________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________________

Phone _______________ Fax _______________ E–Mail ________________

Please remit check or money order, payable to NAAWS in the amount of: (check one)

❑  New Member		  ❑  1 year ($25 US)
❑  Renewal for one year	 ❑  2 years ($45 US)
				    ❑  3 years ($65 US)

Send to:
NAAWS
P.O. Box 11037
Albany, NY 12211-0037


