
The federal DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 
2000, signed into law on De-
cember 19, 2000, requires the 
Court Services & Offender 
Supervision Agency (CSOSA) 
to collect DNA samples from 
each offender under the juris-
diction of the Agency on super-
vised released, parole, proba-
tion and who is, or has been, 
convicted of a qualifying Dis-
trict of Columbia offense.  
 
The D.C. Council in 2001 de-
termined the qualifying District 
of Columbia offenses.  On De-
cember 10, 2009, DC Code 
§22-4151, Qualifying Offenses 
was amended.  The law now 
makes any felony and any of-
fenses for which the penalty is 
greater than one year imprison-
ment a DNA qualifying offense. 
 
DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is 
a molecule found in the nuclei 
of cells that determines our 
individual characteristics.  
Drawing blood is the most 
common method used to collect 
DNA samples from offenders, 
although the same DNA is in 
saliva, organs, semen and hair.   
 
DNA isolated from blood, hair, 
skin cells, or other genetic evi-
dence left at the scene of a 
crime can be compared with the 
DNA of a criminal suspect to 
determine guilt or innocence. 

Collected samples are subse-
quently sent to the Federal  
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
for analysis. The results of this 
analysis are recorded in the 
FBI's Combined DNA Index 
System (CODIS) of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. The 

permissive uses of such sam-
ples or results are specified in 
the Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 
(42 United States code 141132
(b)(3)). 
The FBI CODIS blends foren-
sic science and computer tech-
nology into an effective tool for 
solving violent crimes. CODIS 
enables federal, state, and local 
crime labs to exchange and 
compare DNA profiles elec-
tronically, thereby linking 

crimes to each other and to 
convicted offenders. The Con-
victed Offender Index contains 
DNA profiles of individuals 
convicted of felony sex of-
fenses (and other violent 
crimes).  
 
Following verification of an 
offender’s DC qualifying of-
fense, and a database review to 
ensure that the offender has not 
already had a DNA sample 
collected, the offender is re-
ferred for DNA collection by 
staff in the Offender Processing 
Unit (OPU) during intake, or by 

the Community Supervision Offi-
cer (CSO), if the offender is al-
ready under supervision. It is the 
CSO’s responsibility to ensure that 
the offender is referred to and com-
plies with DNA collection. 
 
Upon the offender reporting for 
DNA collection and positive con-
firmation of the offender’s identity, 
the offender’s blood sample is 
collected by a finger stick by a 
trained and certified DNA Techni-
cian Phlebotomist. The blood 
collected is placed on the DNA 
sample card (also known as the 
FBI Double GeneCard).   
 

After obtaining the sample,  the 
DNA Technician signs the FBI 
form FD-936 and fingerprints the 
offender’s two index fingers onto 
the form. The DNA Technician 
then signs the form and packages 
the DNA sample card and the com-
pleted form FD-936. The DNA 
Technician then places an evidence 
seal on the DNA collection kit.  
Prior to the DNA Technician col-
lecting a DNA sample from an-
other offender, the collection kit 
for the offender is set aside for 
mailing to the FBI.  CSOSA has 
initiated a state-of-the art chain of 
custody for this procedure.   
 
If an offender does not comply 
with CSOSA’s direction for DNA 
collection, he or she may be con-
victed of a Class A federal misde-
meanor, which is punishable by a 
fine of up to $100,000 and/or im-
prisonment for up to one year.  
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Did You Know?  

Each year, approximately 
2,300 offenders will be re-
leased from custody and  
return to live in the District of 
Columbia.  CSOSA is author-
ized to collect DNA on     
offenders with certain quali-
fying District of Columbia 
offenses, including: 

• Any felony. Examples: 

• Any offense for which the 
penalty is greater than one 
year imprisonment. 

• Assault with intent to kill, 
rob, or poison, or to com-
mit first degree sexual 
abuse, second degree sex-
ual. 

• Abuse or child sexual 
abuse. 

• Assault with intent to 
commit mayhem or with 
dangerous weapon. 

• Mayhem or maliciously 
disfiguring. 

• Cruelty to children. 

• Lewd, indecent, or ob-
scene acts (knowingly in 
the presence of a child 
under the age of 16 years. 

• Incest. 

• Sexual performances using 
minors. 

• Murder in the first degree. 

• Assault on member of 
police force, campus or 
university special police, 
or fire department using a 
deadly or dangerous 
weapon. 

For additional information, contact the CSOSA Office of Legislative, 
Intergovernmental and Public Affairs at (202) 220-5333.  

www.csosa.gov 


